Corpus Christi Air Quality Group Meeting
April 18, 2018
Present

Gretchen Arnold, Chair
Trent Thigpen, Pollution Prevention Partnership

Sharon Bailey Lewis, City of Corpus Christi

Jeff Pollack, Corpus Christi MPO

Danielle Converse, POCCA

Ramona Josefczyz, POCCA

James Haley, POCCA

Tom Tagliabue, City of Corpus Christi

Bob Paulison, Port Industries, 

Beth Becerra, Exxon Mobile

John Weber, Citizen

Glenda Swierc, Oxy

Kevin Kenall, Citgo

Dipak Desai, Nueces County

Natalie Davis, POCCA

Neal Kunkel, POCCA

Cathy Barnard, OIEC

Darcy Schroeder, Valero

Marissa Wooten, POCCA

Colleen Johnson, EarthCon Consultants

Mary Garcia. CCAD

Carrie Paige, US EPA (via telephone)

Discussion Points
· The current status of ozone attainment and looking ahead through the entire year of 2018 was discussed.   
· The 4th high eight-hour average ozone reading to date for CAMS 4 is 48 ppb

· The 4th high eight-hour average ozone reading to date for CAMS 21 is 50 ppb

· In order for Corpus Christi to remain in attainment of NAAQS for ozone at year-end 2018, the 4th high eight-hour average ozone reading at both CAMS 4 and CAMS 21 must be under 85 ppb.

· Carrie Paige, with EPA Region 6 participated in the meeting via telephone.  Carrie was asked why the EPA designated attainment areas as attainment/unclassifiable.  Carrie stated that this question has been asked frequently.  The designation does not mean an area may be in non-attainment or that the area creates non-attainment issues for other areas.  It is possible that the designation is a hold-over from when areas had too few monitors to adequately determine attainment for the entire air-shed.  EPA will provide a response to this question in their reply to public comment regarding designations which will be released at a later time.  Carrie stated that the EPA should be providing designations for all areas in Texas except San Antonio by the end of April.  The San Antonio designation is expected to take place in late April but not finalized until July.  Carrie brought the group up to date on various evaluations and activities currently taking place at the EPA. Per the Clean Air Act, EPA must review NAAQS for all criteria pollutants every 5 years.  SO2 rulemaking was recently announced with most of Texas being designated as attainment/unclassifiable.  Two counties (Potter, Millan) were designated unclassifiable and five (Titus, Rush, Panolla, Freestone and Anderson) were designated non-attainment.  NO2 was reviewed with no revisions recommended.  Secondary NO2 and SO2 evaluations were released in February 2017 and policy statements should be made soon.  Primary NO2 and SO2 were evaluated and retaining the current standard was recommended.  There is no evaluation of the ozone NAAQS on the schedule.   
· Efforts to collaborate with other areas in Texas that lost clean air program funding due to the Governor’s veto was discussed.  A recent telephone conference with all of the areas that lost funding was discussed.  Sharon Bailey Lewis and Tom Tagliabue participated in the conference call.  Sharon briefed the group on the conference call.  Sharon stated that there appeared to be no real plan amongst the areas on the call to pursue reinstating legislative funding support for the programs.  Tom Tagliabue also provided a briefing on the conference call.  He stated that the possibility of placing the funding in another legislative funding option such as TERP was discussed.  Concerns about placing the funding in TERP was shared.  These concerns included TERP involving non-attainment areas and their willingness to share possible funding with attainment areas.  Another concern was that although TERP is very well funded, the funds have not typically been released.  Tom shared that there is a hearing scheduled for May 24th with the House Appropriations Committee to discuss TERP and Tom had planned to be present and provide comments, however the City recently placed a travel ban on all City staff.  Tom shared that he has reached out to several municipalities that lost funding and El Paso is the only municipality that has expressed an interest in working with the group to reinstate funding.  

· Daniele Converse with the Port of Corpus Christi’s provided a presentation on the Port’s recent award of the TCEQ Environmental Excellence Award.  The award is a very prestigious award that is very competitive.  Some of the Port’s air quality initiatives such as their anti-idle policy and PM efforts were included in the application that won the award.   

Next Steps 
· Continue work to ensure that a very visible state-wide effort takes place that communicates the importance of reinstating the air program funding.

· Complete edits to Ozone Advance report. 
· Submit Ozone Advance report to U S EPA.   
