ARTICLE V. PLANNING
Sec. 1. Purpose and Intent.
The city council shall establish comprehensive planning as a continuous governmental
function in order to guide, regulate, and manage future development and redevelopment
within the corporate limits and extraterritorial jurisdiction of the city to assure the most
appropriate and beneficial use of land, water and other natural resources, consistent with
the public interest.
Sec. 2. Organization of Planning Commission.
A planning commission is hereby established which shall consist of nine registered voters of
the city. The members of the commission shall be appointed by the city council for
staggered terms of three years. The commission shall elect a chairperson from among its
membership each year at the first regular meeting in August and shall meet not less than
once each month. Any vacancy in an unexpired term shall be filled by the city council for the
remainder of the term.
Sec. 3. Power and Duties of Planning Commission.
(a) The planning commission shall: (1) Reviews and make recommendations to the city
council regarding the adoption and implementation of a comprehensive plan, any element or
portion thereof, and any amendments thereto; (2) Review and make recommendations to
the city council on all proposals to adopt or amend land development regulations for the
purpose of establishing consistency with the comprehensive plan; (3) Monitor and oversee
the effectiveness of the comprehensive plan, review and make recommendations to the
council on any amendments to the plan, and forward to the council comprehensive updates
to the plan at least once every five years; (4) Review and make recommendations to the
city council regarding zoning or zoning changes in a manner to insure the consistency of any
such zoning or changes in zoning with the adopted comprehensive plan; (5) Exercise control
over platting and subdividing land within the corporate limits and the extraterritorial
jurisdiction of the city in a manner to insure the consistency of any such plans with the
adopted comprehensive plan; and (6) Review and make recommendations to the city
council on the city's annual capital budget and any capital improvement bond program.
(b) The departments of the city government shall cooperate with the planning commission
in furnishing it such information as is necessary in relation to its work.
(c) The commission shall be responsible to and act as an advisory body to the council and
shall perform such additional duties and exercise such, additional powers as may be
prescribed by ordinance of the council.
Sec. 4. The Comprehensive Plan.
The city council shall adopt by ordinance a comprehensive plan, which shall constitute the
master and general plan of the city. The comprehensive plan shall contain the city's policies
for growth, development and aesthetics for the land within the corporate limits and the
extraterritorial jurisdiction of the city, or for portions thereof, including neighborhood,
community and, area-wide plans. The comprehensive plan shall include the following
elements: (1) A future land-use element; (2) An annexation element; (3) A transportation
element; (4) An economic development, element; (5) A public services and facilities
element, which shall include a capital improvement program; (6) A conservation and
environmental resources element; and (7) Any other element the city council may deem
necessary or desirable in order to further the above objectives.
Each element of the comprehensive plan shall include policies for its implementation and
shall be implemented, in part, by the adoption and enforcement of appropriate land
development regulations and other ordinances, policies and programs.

After at least one public hearing, the planning commission shall forward the proposed
comprehensive plan, or element or portion thereof, to the city manager, who shall submit
such plan, or element or portion thereof, to the city council with his or her
recommendations. The city council may adopt, or adopt with changes or amendments, the
proposed comprehensive plan, or element or portion thereof, after at least one public
hearing. The city council shall act on the plan, or element or portion thereof, within sixty
days following its submission by the city manager. If the plan should be rejected by the
council, it shall, with policy directions to the commission, return the plan to the planning
commission which may reconsider the plan and forward it to the city manager for
submission to the council in the same manner as originally provided. All amendments to the
comprehensive plan recommended by the planning commission shall be forwarded to the
city manager and shall be subject to review and adoption in the same manner as for the
original adoption of the comprehensive plan as set forth in this section.
Sec. 5. Legal Effect of Comprehensive Plan.
All city improvements, ordinances and regulations, shall be consistent with the
comprehensive plan. In the case of a proposed deviation to the adopted plan, or any
element or portion thereof, the planning commission shall communicate its
recommendations to the council which may approve or disapprove such deviation.
Sec. 6. Platting Property.
The city shall not pay for the property used for streets and alleys within any subdivision, but
the same shall, when platted, be dedicated to such use and shall become the property of
the city and shall be maintained as such. The city shall not grant any permit to construct or
enlarge any house or structure within the city until a plat shall be approved and filed.

